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Information in this pamphlet was taken
from “Individual Education Plans –

Standards for Development, Program
Planning, and Implementation”, 2000
and “The IEP, a resource Guide”,2004,

Ontario Ministry of Education

The Student’s
Strengths and Needs

Who Develops
This IEP?

When is the IEP
Developed?

The school principal is responsible for
ensuring that the IEP is developed
collaboratively by school and board staff
members who are familiar with the student
and who, as a team, possess the
knowledge and qualifications necessary to
develop the most effective plan possible for
the student.  Parents (and student, if age
16 or older) must be consulted in the
development and review of the student’s
IEP.

An IEP must be developed within 30
school days of the exceptional student’s
placement in a special education program.
Placement means the first day of a
student’s attendance in the new special
education program, and/or the first day of
the new school year or semester.

The same 30 day requirement applies to
the IEPs of students not formally identified
as exceptional but who receive special
education program and/or services.

A copy of the IEP must be provided to the
parents (and student if age 16 or older)
upon its completion.

If a student has an IEP, the IEP box on the
provincial report card will be checked for
all applicable subject areas.

■ A clear understanding of the student’s
strengths and needs is fundamental to the
development of an effective special
education program and the provision of
appropriate accommodations and services
to facilitate the student’s learning.

■ A description of the strengths and needs
of the student must be recorded in the IEP.
The description of strengths and needs
must be based on and be consistent with
the description contained in the IPRC’s
statement (if applicable), but may also
reflect the results of any further
assessments conducted or observations
made of the student.

■ In the case of students who have not
been identified as exceptional, descriptions
of strengths and needs must be developed
on the basis of appropriate educational,
psychological, and/or health assessments,
and on the basis of observations of the
student.

■ The student’s strengths and needs
described in the IEP should be supported by
relevant assessment data. They will also be
reflected in the description of the student’s
current level of achievement, learning
expectations, special education strategies,
accommodations, and resources.
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What is an
Individual Education

Plan (IEP)?

Reasons for
Developing an IEP 

Developing
the IEP

An IEP is a written plan describing the
special education program and /or services
required by a particular student. It identifies
annual learning goals and expectations
that are modified from or alternative to the
expectations given in the curriculum policy
document for the appropriate grade and
subject or course. It states any
accommodations and special education
services needed to assist the student in
achieving his or her learning expectations.
The IEP is not a daily lesson plan itemizing
every detail of the student’s education.

The IEP helps teachers monitor the
student’s progress and provides a
framework for communicating information
about the student’s progress to parents and
to the student.  Evaluation of the student’s
progress on the IEP is formally reported
each term/semester on the report card.

The IEP reflects the school board’s and the
principal’s commitment to provide special
education program and services, within
the resources available to the school
board, needed to meet the identified
strengths and needs of the student.  The
principal is responsible for ensuring the
development and implementation of the
students’ IEPs in compliance with Ministry
of Education standards.

An IEP will be developed for one of the
following reasons:

■ An IEP must be developed for every
student who has been identified as an
“exceptional student” by an Identification,
Placement, and Review Committee (IPRC).

■ An IEP may be developed for a student
who has not been formally identified as
exceptional, but who has been deemed by
the board to require special education
programs or services. The student may
require these programs/services in order
to:

■ attend school successfully
■ achieve regular curriculum

expectations, with accommodations
■ achieve modified or alternative

learning expectations

“Accommodations” refer to the teaching
strategies, supports and/or services that
are required for the student to access the
curriculum and demonstrate learning. (For
example, extra time, oral assessments).
Accommodations do not alter the
provincial learning expectations for the
grade level.

“Modifications” refer to changes made to
grade-level expectations from the Ontario
curriculum for a subject or course in order
to meet the needs of the student.
Modifications are necessary when the
regular curriculum is inappropriate to the
level of the student’s abilities.

When an IEP is developed for a student,
there must be consultation with the parent
(and with the student if age 16 or older).
The IEP must include:

■ Student profile information
■ Annual program goals
■ Teaching strategies and

accommodations
■ Individualized equipment required for 

the child’s learning
■ Specific learning expectations that 

describe the knowledge and skills the 
student should be able to demonstrate
within a specified period of time
during the school year

■ An outline of the special education 
program and services that will be 
delivered

■ A statement about the methods by 
which your child’s progress will be 
evaluated

■ A statement about any
accommodations or exemptions for 
provincial assessment, if appropriate

■ For students 14 years and older, a 
plan for transition to appropriate
post-secondary school activities, such 
as work, further education and
community living  (This does not apply
to students identified solely on the 
basis of giftedness.)


